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Finishing Strong 
The End of the Year at Ambleside 
By Andrew Hayes

Dear Parents, 
As our year draws to a close I 

have been struck by the growth that I 
see in our students. In the past few 
weeks I’ve seen Kindergarteners who 
struggled to correctly identify letters 
at the beginning of  the year reading 
and following along in our hymnal as 
we sing in morning assembly. I’ve 
seen students in my 2nd grade history 
class think critically about the choices 
set before Abigail Adams during the 
build-up to the Revolutionary War. 
I’ve seen 3rd and 4th graders explore 
avian anatomy and wonder at the 
unique design of  different species (I 
found out from a few of  the young 
men that an ostrich can disembowel a 
jackal with its powerful kick!). I’ve 

seen students in my pre-Algebra class 
problem-solve, utilize teamwork, and 
apply formulas like the Pythagorean 
Theorem to tackle real-life math 
problems. Take a moment to stop and 
notice—your children have grown 
incredibly this year.  

This has been a wonderful first 
year at Ambleside Boerne. Joanna, 
Evan, and I have enjoyed our time 
getting to know this community, and 
are appreciative of  the friendly faces 
we see around our school and our 
small Hill Country town. Thank you 
for opening your doors, arms, and 
hearts to us.  

Make sure you pay careful 
attention to the Upcoming Events 
section of  this newsletter. It has 

important information about our 
end-of-the-year at Ambleside. In it 
you’ll find specifics about 
Shakespeare, the last week of  school, 
and summer events. Please also read 
the back page for information about 
staff  changes for the coming year—
there are a lot of  exciting things afoot 
at Ambleside Boerne.  

Finally, thank you for joining us 
on this journey as we continue to 
grow our school. We strive to get 
better at educating your children 
every single day. I am grateful for our 
new facility, our Board, our staff, and 
our families, and look forward to 
another year together.  

Sincerely,  
Andrew Hayes
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Ambleside students in all grades sing Ode to a Skylark, the school song, at the Spring Concert on April 23rd.
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There are two remaining Chapel services for 
the year on Tuesdays, 5/12 and 5/19, at 8:15 am. 
The 5th-7th Grade Class will give a Recitation 
during Chapel on 5/12. 

Shakespeare dress rehearsals will take place 
for students involved in the school production of  
Julius Caesar on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday (5/18-5/20) prior to the performance. 
Please be sure to have arranged a costume for your 
child by this time. The rehearsals will take place 
from 1:00pm-3:00pm. 

The Ambleside Shakespeare Festival will 
be held on Thursday, May 21st, beginning at 
5:30pm. Please plan to spend the evening watching 
the student performances of  a Shakespeare play and 
sonnets and spending time together as a school 
community. Friends and grandparents are invited to 
attend, as well. 

The last day of  school is Friday, May 
22nd, and we will have an early dismissal at 
12:30pm. We look forward to this last day together 
to appreciate the things we have learned, the 
relationships we have made, and the friends and 
teachers that have poured into us over the school 
year. 

The Ambleside Office will remain open through 
the month of  June. Teacher In-Service will take 
place on May 26th-May 29th. Reports of  
Growth for the second semester will be available for 
pick-up for all students Wednesday, June 3rd 
through Friday, June 6th from 9:00am - 3:00pm 

each day. The school office will close on 
Wednesday, July 1st and reopen in preparation 
for the 2015-2016 school year on Monday, August 
3rd.  

Be on the lookout for e-mails over the summer 
about events during August. Our Back-to-School 
Picnic will be held Thursday, August 27th at 
6:00pm. Details will be forthcoming, but be sure to 
put the date on your calendar! 

Ambleside students and teachers work diligently 
during the year, and this coming summer will be 
welcome time off  to rest, play, read a good book (or 
ten), and enjoy quality time with family. At the same 
time, some parents and students are desirous of  
extra practice or further work on difficult concepts 
over the summer. Both Mrs. Kallemyn and Mr. 
Hayes will be offering optional summer tutoring 
at the rate of  $20 per half  hour lesson. Email one of  
them if  you are interested. 

This was the noblest Roman of them all: 
All the conspirators save only he 
Did that they did in envy of great Caesar; 
He only, in a general honest thought 
And common good to all, made one of them. 
His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mix'd in him that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world 'This was a man!' 

-Marc Antony, speaking of Brutus, in 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar

UPCOMING EVENTS 
What You Need to Know!
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On the left: Landscape at Aix, Mont Sainte-Victoire by Cezanne, which has been studied by the 5th-7th Grade    
	              class during Picture Study as part of  the Impressionist Collection curriculum. 

On the right: A Picture Study reproduction by one of  our 7th Grade students, in oil pastel.
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This year at Ambleside Boerne has been a wonderful time of  
growth and learning. I am thankful, especially, to our Board for 
their leadership, and our staff  for their dedication to the 
education of  children. Our specialists work diligently to 
prepare lesson plans and instruct our students in the skills of  
their particular discipline; our students talk about how much 
they look forward to these classes every week. Our classroom 
teachers apply their expertise with dedication and love to serve 
our students and families day in and day out.  

We will be saying goodbye this May to two of  our 
classroom teachers who have taught diligently and with great 
dedication. Mrs. Ferry will be moving on to pursue a degree in 
nursing and will be shifting her family focus to Fredericksburg 
so that she is able to attend classes there in the future. Mrs. 
Pierce will be moving back into retirement after stepping in in 
the middle of  the year to fill a gap in our staff. We are 
appreciative of  both of  these women and their hard work for 
our school; we are sad to see them go.  

Additionally, Mrs. Kallemyn will be lending herself  full-
time to being a mother, wife, and daughter next year. You’ll see 
her around quite often, however, as she will stay on our staff  as 

a substitute teacher. Mrs. Tye will also be returning as our art 
teacher, and continuing the great work she’s done already. 

I am very excited to announce three new classroom 
teachers at this time:  

Mrs. Erica Villarreal,  our current Spanish teacher, has 
accepted a role as our Kindergarten teacher next year. She is a 
wonderful teacher with a deep love for God and for children, 
and her diligence and joy will add much to our staff  and the 
lives of  her students.  

Mrs. Kristin Jackson, our current music teacher, will be 
joining us full-time as our 1st and 2nd grade teacher next year. 
Kristin is a dear part of  our community, and will continue to 
teach music next year as well. Her kindness and interest in 
children’s lives are apparent in the classroom. 

Mrs. Nina Morgan, our current 1st grade specialist, will be 
joining us as our 5th and 6th grade teacher next year. She 
comes to us as an experienced teacher who is very excited 
about our philosophy. Her joy and enthusiasm for education is 
infectious, and will be a blessing for our community.  

It is exciting to think about how our momentum of  growth 
will continue to next year. God has great things in store for us! 

Looking Forward to the Year Ahead 
Exciting announcements for 2015-2016

Ode to a Skylark 

Hail to thee, blithe Spirit! 
Bird thou never wert - 
That from Heaven or near it 
Pourest thy full heart 
In profuse strains of  
unpremeditated art. 

Higher still and higher 
From the earth thou springest, 
Like a cloud of  fire; 
The blue deep thou wingest, 
And singing still dost soar, and 
soaring ever singest. 

  In the golden lightning 
Of  the sunken sun, 
O'er which clouds are bright'ning, 
Thou dost float and run, 
Like an unbodied joy whose race 
is just begun. 

	 	 Percy Bysshe Shelley 
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DATES DETAILS
T : 5/12 Chapel @ 8:15 am. 5th-7th Recitation 

Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

M : 5/18 - 
W : 5/20

Afternoon Shakespeare Dress Rehearsals,  
1:00 - 3: 00 pm

T: 5/19 Chapel @ 8:15 am. 2nd-4th Grade Recitation 
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th : 5/21 Shakespeare Festival, 5:30 pm

F : 5/22 Last Day of  School

T : 5/26 - 
F : 5/29

Teacher In-Service

W : 6/3 -     
F : 6/5

Reports of  Growth available in the school office 
for pick-up

W : 7/1 Ambleside Office Closed


